ACCORDION LESSONS—-LESSON 11

The C Major Scale”
The MAJOR SCALE is made up of eight tones in alphabetical order.
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The C MAJOR SCALE. Msmorise
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The major scalesareall construct the sameway. There are always 8
notesin ascale. If the scale beginson C it will end on C; same asif it
beginson D it will end on D etc for all lettersfrom A —G. Notice above
the new noteis C which iseight notes up the keyboard (higher) than the
first C you learned in Lesson 1.

The keyboard photo above showsthe 8 keys you now know. Notice that
thereisablack key between thefollowing keys. C-D D-E F-G G-A
A-B. ThereisNO black key between E-F B-C. When you go from C to
Black key between C-D thisis called a half step. From that black key to
D isanother half step from D to the next black key isanother half step
and from that black key to E isanother half step. Now thereisno black
key between E-F; therefore going from E to F isa Half Step. Also, going
from B to C isa half step. If you add up all the half steps between (in
thiscase) C and C you will find there are 12 half steps. There are always



12 half steps between any to notes of the same letter name on the
keyboard iee CtoC EtoE A toA etc. If you count every key white
and black between C-C D-D etc. you will find there are always 13 notes.
Thisis called the chromatic scale. Key scales consist of 8 notes following
a specific pattern. Thereisa Scalefor every one of the 13 notes of the
chromatic scale and each has 8 notesin it. Letslook at the C scale.

The C scaleis: C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C . Thereareno black keysinthe C
scale. In other wordsthereareno Sharpsor Flatsin the C scale. The
entire scales uses only the White Keys.

How it isformed:
You can refer to the keyboard picture on thefirst page:

Thisisthe system to form any scale for any of the keys on the keyboard:
Whole Step —Whole Step — Half Step —Whole Step —Whole Step —
Whole Step — Half Step

Using C scale an the example on the keyboard picture starting athe
first C. It isawholestep from CtoD. It isahalf step from C to the
Black Key and another half step from the Black Key to D. Two half
steps makeup aWhole Step. DtoE isalsoaWhole Step. EtoF isa
Half Step (not black key between them). F to GisaWhole Step. Gto A
iIsaWhole Step. A toB isaWhole Step. B to C isa Half Step thus
following the Above Rule. Every key scale isformed the same way,
whether it isD scale E scale G scale F# scale etc.

For now you are only working on the C scale but with the Rule above
you can find the scale for any of the 12 notes.



24 The C Major Scale”
The MAJOR SCALE is made up of eight tones in alphabetical order.

[cIp[e[F]G[A[BIC]

The C MAJOR SCALE. Msmorise :
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C Major Scale Warm-Up. Observe fingering carefully.

Row, Row, Row Your Boat
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* TEACHER'S NOTE: A detailed analysis of scale construction appears in Book I-B.
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QUIZ
Complete as required below.
RESTS are signs of _ _ _ _ __ __ ...
write the name of each REST hem> T " -IEE;:T- il i -R-E;ﬂ: i
— ¥ fre e W e
)
I_Write the number of Counts each receives here> ______________________
For correct answers see page 22.
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